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£7 hearts he and Fog Rom. x. 1; 


Jo God for you, 1s that 
may 12 And 460 


I have reaſon to be bi. 


DEDIC4TTON 
niſtry among you, and the crow of 
all my labours, if I may be any way 
"Inſteumental in leading you to Hes. 
ven, and directing you to obtain th 

i Per. i. 9. Cd of your Fg even the ſalvatio 
| of your ſou 5. In order whereunts 
AS. it. 18 highly neceſſary that thoſe o 
a maturer age ſhould be excited to the 
duties of a chriſtian practice, ſo that 

they be particularly careful to in 
ſtruc the growing generation in ſuch 
a ſeiſe and knowledge of their duty, 
that our religion may be Faithfull 
handed dowss to our poſterity, and 
pal. ci. the people that. ſhall be born ma 

85 proſe #he 0 

J am ſatisfied, nothing pon DE 
more uſeful to cure the degeneracy d 
the times, and the preſent damenta 
ble defection from the faith and prac c 

tice of the goſpel. Nothing. could 
more effeckull y defeat the attempt 
of deteivers of all kinds, who tak 
the advantage of undiſciplin d 
uninſtructed minds, and eafily inf 
nuate the belief of error, Where the 
| by knowledg 
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DE DICATI ON 
knowledge of the truth is want- 
What a ſurpriſing growth have a 
few: years produced of Deiſm and 
Scepticiſm, a latitude of prineiples, 
and indifference to all religion? And 
tho the Patrons of ſuch latitude haye 
been ſolidly refuted by argument and 
diſputation : yet how few will take 
the pains to look into the merits, of 
the controverſy, or are able to judge 

of it with a critical exactneſ ? 

We have heard, by many hands, 

what a harveſt has been made of late 
by the emiſſaries of the church of 
Rome. And to what fo likely can 
Y we attribute their ſucceſs, as to that 
unſettled ſtate of religion, which muſt 
needs give uneaſineſs, if ever men 
come to any ſeriouſneſs of mind, and, 
in order to avoid the pain of end- 
leſs doubt and uncertainty, makes 
them glad to take ſhelter under the 
in pretence of an infallible direc- 
tor: Led 


£1. 0% 


+ A 


\ 


. EK DF 04 7 7 ON 
-30AS the cletgy of this Diocefe have 


lately been admoniſh'd ,by our vigilant 


Dioceſan, to guard againſt this grow. 


more Fartieul L 
| ſtrike er the 
by" by eonhehiing a ſerious and 
earneſt reſtoration; of Fanily-Reli 
e And becauſe our ' diſcourſes 
dm the pulpit are too exfil forgot, 
and put out of mind by met 
of other buſineſs, I "was willing to 
commit this Sermon to the pref, 
that, as I meant it for a ſtanding rule 


of lite; you may be able to; look in- 
to it again and again; and, beſides 


the office of publick preaching, it 
may ſupply the deſe&-of that pri- 


vate advice and admomtion,: which 
the femper of the preſent. ax x6, and 
the' hurry of ſecular buſifleſs in this 


gleut city has made allt dap. 
cable. | 


wed by you on this occaſion. And 
| | = 


- miiſithief 5: I thonght'it Would be 
Faſbttable to 
vety root and bottom of 


- Many Hain: of detoribil there are 
publiſh'd, which may be profitably 


— 


apy 


f: 


— 


"DEDICATION: 

tho I would not take upon me to 
preſcribe in ſuch variety, ſince diffe- 

rent perſons may have good reaſons 

for obſerving different methods; yet 

for thoſe who have leſs leiſure to at- 

tend the daily ſervice of the-church, 

I ſhould imagine ſome collects might 

be eaſily ſelected to ſuit the occaſi- 

ons and exigences of the family. And 
a collection of this fort is publiſh'd, 

under the title of The Common-Prayer- 

Book the beſt Companion. 


God grant that theſe my weak 
endeavours may ſucceed, to the ho- 
nour and glory of his Name, to your 
progreſs and improvement in all chriſ- 
tian virtues, and to the ſolid ſatis- 
faction and comfort oi 


Dur affeBionate Paſtor, © 


and faithful Servant in 


2 F 
4 | Chriſt Feſus, &c. 


FAMILY-RELIGION. 
RECOMMENDED, Se. 


0” EATEN | 


— — : 


Joſh. XXIV—IF. 7 2 
But as for me, and my houſe, | 
we will ſerve the Lord. 


HEN we conſider the abun- 
&| dant increaſe of infidelity in 

the preſent age, how the 
doctrines of Chriſtianity are 
openly attacked and ridieuled, 
— and its precepts diſobey'd ; 
what coldneſs and indifference appears in ma- 
ny who have not quite thrown off the profeſ- 
ion of Religion, how. rarely they appear, and 
bow little they are concern'd, in our teli- 
gous Aſſemblies, what ſtrangers to the very 
terms of chriſtian Communion,and how little 
obſervant of the rules of Chriſtian living ; - 
what advantage this has given to the emiſſa. 
cs of the church of Rome, to make a yy 5 
B of » 4 


— 
8368 


2 Tamily-Religion recommended. 
of ſome perſons who have ſerious hearts but 
' weaker heads, and who being offended at 
ſuch inconſiſtency and contradiQion, are 
apt to take refuge in a church, which pre- 
tends to certain and infallible direction: 1 ſay, 
when all this is conſider d, it cannot but im- 
port us very greatly to ſearch to the bot- 
tom of ſo dangerous an evil, ſuch levity of 
principle, and weakneſs in the faith, and ex- Nu 
amine from what cauſes principally it ſhould Y,/ 
ſpring. Then we ſhall be better able to ap. 
ply the proper remedies, and, ſtriking = 1 
root of the growing miſchief, may hope for 
a good degree of ſucceſs in our endeavours to 
extirpate it. 
No in thinking impartially of this matter, 
I cannot do ſuch honour to either fort of Se. 
ducers, as to imagine that their ſucceſs is ſo 
much owing to their acumen and dex- 
terity, as to the want of preparation onen 
our own fide to withſtand their attacks Hey 
And tho' this may have proceeded from Ul 
variety of cauſes, and the omiſſion of ſeveralſf"s. 
kinds of duty incumbent on us; yet I think 
there is none to which it may more generally" 
be aſcribed, to be ſure none. which may be 
more uſefully diſcourſed of to a popular aud. 
ence, than the great and ſcandalous neglea fr 
of Religion in private families. The little th 
care that is taken by parents and maſters i 
inſtruct their children and domeſtics in ſound er 
principles, to remind them of their duty © 
to reprove their misbehaviour, and to go 4 825 
| or WIC 
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fore them in a good example; it can be no 
wonder if this ſhould be a means of corrupting 
the growing generation, as it leaves them 


expoſed to every temptation, and without 


dat proper guard and ſecurity with which 
they ought tp have been furniſnec. 


For this reaſon I have thought it might be 


uſeful to diſcourſe from the example of 


e, who, after he had, by a continual 


into the land of Canaan, and faw them 


them, im a ſummary view, the many great 
and diſtinguiſhing mercies which God had 
onferr d upon them, from the firſt calling 
f their father Abraham to that time; and 
om thence to deduce the ſtrict obligation 
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ae God who had fo fignally extended his 
cy towards them, or whether they would 
for$ue to fall back into the idolatry of their 
| | B 2 fathers, 


Il remains of Idolatry, and to fear the Lord, 


nough to influence their practice, which 
as not grounded in the heart, nor proceed- 
from the free and undiſſembled motions 


eir choice and option, whether they would 


ries of wonders, brought the people of Nael 


:ttled in a quiet poſſeſſion of it, thought fit, | 
before his death, to call the heads of em toge- Joſh.xiv. 
ther, and, in a ſolemn charge, to ſet before 


were under to remove from among them 


their own minds, he therefore puts it to 


\ 
\ 
* 
. 


md ſerve him in ſincerity and truth. But Ver. 14- : 
ecauſe that Religion could avail them no- 
bing in the ſight of God, nor have force 


ter into ſolemn engagements to adhere to Ver. 15. 


4 Family-Religion recommended. 
fathers, beyond the Eupbrates, or in Egyzy, 
vor that of the Amorites, into whoſe coun 

they were now come. Not that he thought 
fit a matter of indifference and perfect liberty, 
to ſerve and worſhip whom they would 

(for he plainly urg'd it as their duty and their 

intereſt, to obey the God, who had fo ſignal. 
ly deliver'd them, and who, if they ſhould fir. 

Jake him, would turn again, and do them hurt 

Ver. 20. gnd conſume them, after that he had done them 
goed.) Only he took this method to draw them 
into a perſonal engagement, that the ſenk 

of their duty might be ſtrongly imprinted o 
their minds, and whilſt they choſe to do that 

to which they were otherwiſe obliged, the 
might perform it with the greater chearfulnek 
and be better arm'd againſt Temptation 

To this purpoſe he ſets before them his ex 
ample, and begins with engaging not only f. 
himſelf, but likewiſe for thoſe of his ow 
houſhold or family, who were under hi 

| more immediate influence and authority, b 
Which he gives them a pattern to uſe the ſam 
influence in their reſpective families 

for me and my houſe, wwe will ſerve the Lori 

| It is a general rule of our religion, to 

Phil. 2. 4 nat every man on his own things, but er 
man alſo on the things of others: Which in 

plies it to be a matter of common conc. 
to promote the ſpiritual welfare of each oth 

3 and advance the great and glorious work 

Salvation. And tho it may feem diffi 

in ſome inſtances, to ſhew our obligation 
X | | | fl 
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this, with reſpect to ſuch perſons as are not 


under our charge, and over whom our influ- 
ence 1s but ſlight and inconſiderable: Yet it 


cannot be difficult to evince in general, that 


wherever we have a real influence and au- 


5 


thority, that ſhould, as opportunity offers, 


be exerted for the ſervice of true Religion and 


Virtue ; and particularly, where any perſons 


are under the management and care of our 
inſpection, we muſt be quite inexcuſable, if 


we do not endeayour to ſeaſon their minds 


with virtuous ſentiments, and train them up 


in the knowledge of God and of them- 


ſelves, 


The heads of families are, as the heads of 
kingdoms, obliged to look to the ſpiritual 
welfare of thoſe under their government, 
and that by a ſpecial application of thoſe 


rules and methods, which the other can pro- 
vide only in the general. It is incumbent 


upon Princes to ſupport Religion by the pro- 
viſion of good laws. It is likewiſe incum- 
bent on the Clergy, to teach the know- 


ledge, and enforce the practice of it from the 
word of God, and thoſe motives it ſuggeſts. 


But theſe publick Proviſions will. hardly reach 
the end which ispropoſed, except the minds 
of young People are privately prepared by 


wholeſome inſtruction and advice, and care- 
fully habituated to the practice of thoſe rules 


which are preſcribed, They are otherwiſe 
like land which lies uncultivated, from which 
there i is little fruit to be expetted, altho' the 

| ſced 
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ſeed ſhould be plentifully thrown upon it: 

For it is not enough that the ſeed be caſt 

abroad, but the ſoil muſt likewiſe be plough'd 

up and ſoftened for its reception, or elſe there 

is no reaſonable ground to look for increaſe or 
fertility. | 

It is the illuſtrious chamber Which God 

himſelf has given of Abraham, the father of 


Gen. xviii. the faithful — I know him, that he will com- 


9. mand his children and his houſhold after him, 
and they ſhall keep the way of the Lord, to 
do juſtice and judgment. And at the inſtitu- 

tion of the Paſſ-over, upon the deliverance of 

Exod. i rae] out of Egypt, the people were required 

do inſtruct their children in the meaning of 
that ſervice, how the Lord had paſſed over 
their houſes, when he ſmote the Egyptians, 
and by ſtrength of hand had brought them out 

* . 1 [From Egypt, and appointed the redemption of 

their f;r/t-born. 
Thus was the knowledge of God's law and 
of his dealings to be continued from one ge- 
neration to another, that that which they had 

_ f heard and known, and their fathers had fold 

Kc. them, might not be hidden from their chil- 

dren, whilſt they ſhew'd to the generation to 
come the praiſes of the Lord, and his ſtrength 
and wonderful works that he had done. For he 
eſtabliſhed a teſtimony in Facob (ſays the Pſal- 
miſt) and appointed a law in Iſrael, which he 
commanaed our fathers, that they ſhould make 
them known to their children. That the gene- 
ration to come mi ght know them, even the 


children 


Family-Religion recommended. 7 
children which, were yet unborn, who -ſhould 
ariſe and declare tbem to their children. This 
was to be the frequent ſubject of inſtruction in 
their families, and to be made familiar by the 
moſt open and perpetual repetition,” And 
therefore Moſes did not only ſay — ye ſhall lay Deut. xi. 
up theſe my words in your hearts, and in your 8. < 
ſoul ; but he added And ye ſhall teach them. 
your children, ſpeaking of them when thou fitteſt 
in thine bouſe, and when thou walkeſt by the 
way, and when thoulieft down, and when thou 
riſeſt up. © They were to be very early incul- 
cated in the moſt plain and fimple ſtyle, and 
very often repeated in the firſt years of child- 
hood: as is intimated by the Prophet, when 
he explains God's condeſcenſion to the weak- 
neſs of his people by an alluſion to the me- : 
thod of inſtructing children. bam ſhall be f. icy; 
teach knowledge ? and whom. ſhalk he make tog. 10. 
underſiand doctrine? Them that are weaned, 
from the mill, and drawn. from the breaſts. 
For precept muſt be upon precept, precept upon 
precept, line upon line, line upun line, here a little 
and there a little. Wo. 1 hey 

Now the obligation upon Parents to in- 
ſtruct their Children; is ſo obvious and natu- 
ral, that one would think they ſhould have 
little need to be convinced of it. As they can 
hardly fail of having a ſtrong affection for 
the fruit of their own body: Should not that 
affection be difplay'd in promoting their 
moſt ſubſtantial intereſt, and making the beſt 
proviſion they are able for their moſt laſting 

| welfare 
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welfare and ſecurity ? As they are the in- 

ſtruments of bringing them into that temporal 
life; where they are the Candidates for that 
which is eternal: Should they fail to furniſh 
them with thoſe notices and inſtructions, 
which may put them in the beſt method to 


male their production into being become a 


real bleſſing, and prevent their falling into 
ſuch miſery, as ſhall lead them to curſe the 
day of their nativity, and fay it had been good 
for them i, they had never been born? As 
they have the care-of educating and forming 
them into men, whilft their diſpoſitions are 
tender and pliant and fitteſt to receive im- 
preſſions : ſhould they neglect this noble op- 
portunity to inſtruct them in ſuch uſeful 
knowledge, and ſeaſon their minds with 
thoſe juſt ſentiments of things, which will be 
greatly conducive to their happineſs both in this 
world and to all eternity? As they are rea- 
ſonably concern d to provide for the temporal 
welfare of their children, their ſubſiſtence and 
advancement in this life: Should they not 


think it a matter of much greater moment, 


to make all this ſubſervient to their well-being 
in another, to their obtaining frue and du- 
rable poſſeſſions, a treaſure in the heavens, 
that faileth not, where no thief approacheth, 
neither moth corrupteth ? As they are inſtru- 
mental to ſupport the body politick by an in- 
creaſe of members, and add numbers to the 
ſubjects of their earthly Sovereign: Should 
they not be alſo careful to make them — 

a 0 
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of heaven, and enrol them as the ſubjects of 
a ſpiritual kingdom, and heirs of a better 
country, i. e. an heavenly ? As the dependence 
which follows upon the filial relation, cannot 
but add great weight and influence to thoſe 
advices and inſtructions which Parents give 
their children: Muſt they not be ſtrictly ac- 
countable to God, that that influence be well 
and conſoientiouſiy applied ? and will not 
the guilt of thoſe e who miſcarrys 
| I thro” the neglect of it, be, in great meaſure, 
charged upon theparents for neglecting it ? 

There can be little pretence for leſſening 
this paternal obligation to ring up their 
children in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. Nor may the ſervants be thought to 
tand exempt from the care and concern of 
che Maſter of the family, If they come 

young into his Houſhold, they ſhould fo far 
be confider'd in the quality of children, 
25 not to be neglected in thoſe points of in- 
ſtruction, which are neceſſary to their ſouls 
health. -- And whether young or old, that 
they may prove good Chriſtians, and honeſt 
in their ſtation, ſhould by no means be a 
matter of indifference to the perſon whom 
J | they ſerve. It is his duty as a chriſtian, 

% promote the cauſe of religion and vir- 
tue, and, as far as the exerciſe of his au- 
he tority will reach, to extend their influence.” 

14 It is his duty, as a Chriſtian Houſe- 
wh bolder, to watch over the conduct of thoſe 
* who hiv under his _ and are ſubject — 

| 18 


Eph. vi. 4. | 


| Eph. vi. 
6, 
Col. ii Jermaine of Chrijt, with good will doing ſer- 


232, 23. 
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his command, and whoſe frequent opportu- 
nities of converſing with - the children, do 
make it but too eaſy for them to communicate, 
the vices and ill qualities to which they are 
addicted. And if Magiltrates are to blame, 

when they ſuffer irreligion and diffoluteneſs of 
manners to go on uncontroul'd. among the 
people; no doubt but Maſters of families 
muſt be without excuſe, if they connive at 
domeſtic irregularities, who might, with 


much leſs difficulty, obſerve and direct their 


little common-wealths, and train them up in 
the knowledge and the fear of God. They 


ſhould look upon their ſervants, not meerly 


as they do their cattel, for the labour and ſer- 


vice they may do em, but as fellow -creatures, 


and fellow-chriſtians, as brethren in Chriſt 


Jeſus, and members of the ſame body. And 
yet by this means they will alſo 5/6. the beſt 
order for their temporal concerns; ſince they 


may better truſt to have their buſineſs execu- 


ted with fidelity and diligence, and. be free 
from any fear of frauds and injuries, when 
their ſervants are taught to act from a prin- 
ciple of conſcience towards God, and as 7he 


vice, as to the Lord, and not to men. 

It is common to hear people complain of 
the increaſe of bad ſervants: And yet it 1s 
wonderful to ſee how they con tribute towards 
it, by neglecting to inſtruct and give them 
proper advice, nay, very often by going be- 


fore them! in example, and even prom pting 
| them 
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them to the commiſſion of ſuch things, r 
obliging them to ſuch omiſſions, as muſt 
tend to leſſen their regard to religion, and re- 
lax thoſe reſtraints which that ſhould lay 
upon their actions. Herde | 
The head of the family, provided his own 
conduct be but order'd with care and decen- 
cy, uſes to be look d upon with ſuch degree 
of reſpect and attention, as cannot but add 
weight and influence to thoſe inſtructi- 
ons which he ſees fit to recommend, not 

only to his children, but to the other re- 

'  latives and dependents of his family. There- 

dbpore he is reputed, in the ſtyle of the Anci- 

ents, for the Father of the whole family; 

and it greatly concerns him that thoſe im- 

preſſions, which are deriv'd from his autho- 

rity, be prudently diſpoſed to the ſupport 
of virtue and religion; leſt he become 
able with double guilt, and be bound to an- 
ſwer for the crimes of his domeſtics, as well 


.... „ r * 


as for his own. 15 
u We ſee how ſeverely God reſented the 
7 negligence of Eli. Tho he was piouſly diſ- 


poſed himſelf, and had gently reproved the 1 Sam. ii. 

miſbehaviour of his ſons, yet becauſe he did #3: 

not effectually reſtrain their iniquity which be — iii. 13. 

knew, he is charg'd with k:cking at the ſacri- 

fice of God, and - honouring his ſons above — ii. 29. 

him; he is threatned to have his family cut ver. 334 

off from” the altar, and that the iniquity of his — iii. 14. | 

houſe ſhould not be purged with ſacrifice nor 3 

offering” for euer; for. them that honour me, 
g C 2 (. (mays 


* 
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sam. ii. (ſays God) I will: honour, and = that de- 


a” 


30. 


pile me ſhall be lightly eftecmed. 


The oppoſite character to "this we ſee in 
the example of King David, who, when he 
had declared his reſolution to walk in his 


Pal. ci. 2. houſe 4with a perfect heart, not only reſoly'd 


Ver. 8. 


at the ſame time to uſe his: authority, as ſu- 
preme Magiſtrate, to deſtroy all thenvicked of the 
land, andcut off all wicked < yy from the city of 


the Lord, but more particularly to look to the 
ordering and regulation of his court and houſ- 


Ver. 6, 7. hold. Mine eyes (ſays he) fall be upon the faith- 


ful in the land, that they may dwell with me. 


Whoſo leadeth a godly life be fhall be my ſervant. 
There ſhall no deceitful perſon dwell in my houſe : 
be that telleth lies ſhall not tarry in my fight. 
The Pfalmiſt here begins, as Foſhua in 


| the text, and as every houſholder thould do, 


with reſolving for himſelf, to wall in his 
houſe: with a perfett: heart; to go before his 
domeſtics in a good example, and recom- 
mend the precepts he inculcates by his own 
ractice. I mean this under a due regard to 
the diverſity of circumſtances in which they are 
placed. For there are relative duties ann ben 


on children and ſervants, which are not, in the 


ſame inſtances, to be expected from their pa- 


rents and maſters. But then thoſe parents 
and maſters have other anſwerable duties in- 


cumbent upon them, which they are equal- 


ly oblig'd to diſcharge. Again, there are 


lets and impediments; as of bodily indiſpoſi- 
_ or the like, which _ hinder the actual 


per- 
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ormance of ſome external duties. And 


in that caſe, the head of a family may fitly 
require his dependents to do that which he 


13 


is not in condition to perform himſelf. But | 


n general it may be faid, that it is ſtrictly 
incumbent on him, to make conſcience of 
performing all thoſe duties, whether of piety 
towards God, of meekneſs and temperance 
in the conduct of himſelf, of juſtice and cha- 


condition he is in does Deren give him ** 
portunity. Ser 
Without this his exhortations will be apt 


they be reaſonable in themſelves, yet whilſt 


yern'd by them, they loſe that weight and 
efficacy which the paternal authority ſhould 


is add to them; and their own intrinſic worth 


sand excellence will be leſß attended to by 
-Joung and unexperienced minds, than the 
n allurement of thoſe vices, which, whilſt they 
o ſtrike in with the corruptions of nature, are 
re alſo recommended by the parent's example. 
it I The reproof of their imitation will come 
ie | but with an ill grace from him vvhom they 
a- have imitated : It being an eaſy and an obvious 


rity to other men, for which the ſtate and | 


0 carry little weight or ſignificance, Tho? 
be appears not to be influenc'd and go- 


ts ſieply which we have from the Apoſtle—Thou Rom. ii. 
n- which teacheft another, teacheſt thou not thy 2 45 Gf 9 21, Cc. 


I. Thou that ern eft a man ſhould not ſteal, dot 

re b Heal? Thou that ſayeſt a man Thould not 
fl. N ommit adultery, dgſt thou commit adultery # 
al Y Thou that EY idols, doft thou commit * 


1 lege ? 


24 


Nilo conduct, his advice will be attended 


ſpeak, his very 


url to add the weight of his advice and au- 


322 Lord's Day: Becauſe, ii leiſure and 


ſider d the Wini between creatures and their N. 


lavv at his mouth. And tho' the proper way 
and manner of approaching him, ſo as to 
3 depend 
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oo Thou that makeft thy beaſt of the law, 
breaking the law, dijhonoureſt thou Gud? 
But when the reprover is firſt careful of 


with a double efficacy, and his precepts pow- 
erfully enforced by the brightneſs of his own 
example. Nay; even when he: forbears to 
practice and behaviour will 
ſpeak for bim and put his dependents out 
of countenance, in proportion as they fall 


ſhort of ſo illuſtrious a pattern. 
But to the light of = example * will do 


—_ . Thus, for the purpoſe, it is highly 
ry that he ſhould oblige them to a re- 

— attendance on the publick worſhip, at 
T , on the Lord's Day. I fay; at leaſt, on 


Ge) nity ſerve; I judge it would be com- 

mendable to encourage them to attend on 
— days beſides. But on that day, af 
kaft, it concerns him to provide that thoſe, iſ" 
who are under his direction, be not criminally 
_— The publick worthip of God is a 

of natural religion: So it certainly a 

a e vho have the light of fthiprure a a 
to diſcover it; and they muſt little have con- 


t Creator, who are not ſenfible of the ob- 10 
ation from hence ariſing, to join in the 
hurnbleſt adoration of him, and to ſeek the 


 Family-Religion recommended. 
depend on his favour and acceptance, cannot 
be clearly deduced from principles of na- 


have the promiſe of God's ſpecial grace and 
bleſſing to 5 his inſtitutions in his own 
bouſe. 

There you have not only the Scriptures 
read in e pointed leſſons, and in ſelect 
ſaſſages for * epiſtles and goſpels, beſides 
the plalms of David, and occaſional hymns 


r Jon” Ty 


— 


jou have certain portions of the ſcripture ex- 


ers of religion; and the very language of the 
lturgy is ſo framed and contrived, as to in- 
ſruct the diligent attender, with peculiar effi- 
cacy, in the moſt important points of chriſ- 
tan doctrine, and duties of chriſtian practice. 
The dignity and power of our ps bon 
* the value of his ſacrifice, the efficacy of his 
e. rerit, and the greatneſs, of bis love; the 

Equitable conditions he requires from. us, w 


an earneſt repentance, a lively faith and ac- 
ve obedience proceeding from a ſtrong and 


— us; the means he has provided to aſ- 

and enable us to perform theſe condi- 
ons, namely, by ſending his Holy Spirit to 
enew and ſanctify our minds, that from 
hildren of wrath and diſobedience, we may 
come the ſons of God; the glorious con- 
quences of ſuch privileg to us, Viz. the 


nd | pardon 


ture, yet we have alſo the expreſs. commands 
of revelation to preſcribe our duty, and we, 


diſperſed throughout the'ſeveral offices: but 
plain d by the publick and authoriz d teach- 


rateful ſenſe of this his loving kindneſs to- 


** 7 . a 
* r 


1 


| 
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fluences which are purchaſed and diſpenſed 


home, or in other places, was eſteem de 
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pardon of our ſins, deliverance from niſh- 


ment, and inheritance of everlaſting felicity: 


All theſe are themes of meditation, which 
deſerve to be often recollected by us, that we 


may be perfectly ' rooted and built up in 
them. And Gi whence - ſhall we. more 


readily collect them, than from the deyo- 


tions of the church, where we are taught to 
bewail our natural vileneſs and depravity, re- 
minded of our-own inability to cleanſe and 


purge it, and inſtructed in the only method 


of recovery, that ſtupendous falvation which 
is wrought by Chriſt, and thoſe gracious in- 


by him? For this reaſon we are directed to 


ground our requeſts mY on the mercies of 


God, and the merits of our Redeemer, and 


not on any deſert or worthineſs of our own, 


And from all this we cannot fail to conclude, 


that they who are careful to train up their 


dependents in the principles and practice cf 


true piety, will oblige them to frequent the 
publick worſhip of God, and can never look 
upon it as a matter of indifference, which 


may either do or let alone, juſt as they 


.chuſe themſelyes. | 


And here I cannot but applaud the decen- 
cy of that practice, which is ſaid to have been 
obſerv'd in the days of our fathers, when fi- 
milies were uſed to walk in company tog 
ther to the houſe. of God, and loitering at 


en * How unhappily ar 
-olf 
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our manners alter'd in this reſpect! When 
there are many arnong us, who think it 
enough that they do very rarely ſhew their 


faces in the place of publick worſhip, and 
are often crowding in the fields, or in publick 


houſes, are travelling upon the road, receiv- 
ing company at home, or making viſits 
abroad, when they ought to be engaged in 
the offices of our religion, By which means, 
inſtead of obliging their ſervants to frequent 


the worſhip of the church, they very often 
lead them to a criminal negle& of it, and 


uire their attendance in other ſervices. 
And tho” there are laws in being to correct 
theſe irregularities, yet ſuch remiſſneſs there 
has been in executing or putting them ia uſe, 


that we are almoſt as much abandon'd to li- 


centiouſneſs, as if no ſuch laws had ever 
been provided. | — 

But I conſider my ſelf now as ſpeaking to 
thoſe who are careful to avoid this diſorder 


themſelves, and would only excite them to 
uſe the proper means for preventing it 


in .thoſe of their family. To this end it 
were greatly to be wiſh'd, that the family 
might be kept together on the Lord's day, 
and obliged to repair to their own pariſh- 


church. For if the younger part of families - 


be ſuffer d to go where they pleaſe, they may 


often be expected to run into ſach inconve- 


hiences as might have been prevented, if the 
parents .or maſters had kept them 'in their 
eye. For which reaſon it is certainly advi- 
D fable, 
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fable, that, where it can be done, they be h 
placed in the church, as to be within their 
view and inſpection, that they may obſerve 


them to behave with decency and reverence; 
and particularly that the ſervants, when they 


have waited on their maſters and miſtreſlc; 
to church, be not ſuffer d (as is often prac- 


tiſed) to go back, either to do buſineſs at 


home, or to paſs. the time in publick-houſes 
and il-company, but be oblig'd to ſtay 


throughout the whole ſervice, inſtead of re- 


turning only juſt at the concluſion. And, 
- becauſe the neceſſity of houſhold affairs may 
require that ſome body be left at home; it 


Is farther adviſeable that this matter be ma- 


naged with ſuch prudence and caution, that 


all may have their turns of repairing to the 


"houſe of God, both to learn their duty, and 
to offer up their prayers 

How juſtly here may we lament the evils 
that have riſen from the great increaſe of that 
humour of the heads of families in this city, 
to ſpend their ſunday in the country, whilſt 
the apprentices, and perhaps ſome other ſer- 
vants and children, are left behind without 
head or governor to inſpect their behavior, and 


expoſed to all the temptations that ariſe from 
the heat or giddineſs of youth, allur'd and 


drawn on by the importunate ſolicitations of 
the abandon d and licentious ? If we cannot ex- 


: png cure this evil altogether, yet I would 


might be perſuaded, in ſome meaſure, to ſupply 


pe that the more ſerious part of mankind 


their 
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their abfence, by authorizing ſome diſcreet and 


truſty perſon to watch over the behaviour of 
thoſe they leave at home, and make report of 


what they ſhall obſerve to be amiſs, and have 


not power to amend. - And to this, methinks, 


they ſhould the rather be inclined, fince it ap- 


pears by the confeſſion of thoſe, whoſe vices 
bring them to an infamous untimely. death, 


that their extravagances uſually begin with the 


miſpending of this holy. day, and abuſing - 


that reſt from. ſecular employment, to t 
purpoſes. of ſloth and intemperance.. 


Under this head of attending. the - i 
worſhip, we may fitly-rank the duty of bring- 


ing or ſending children to be catechiſed 4 


church, and young people in general to hear the 
branches of that holy inſtitution open d and 
ex plain d in an eaſy and familiar method. 


And here I know not what is to be, offer'd in 
excuſe. of that flackneks, . which I cannot but 
obſerve among you, in ſending your children 


or ſervants for this purpoſe. I wiſh I could 


have reaſon to believe,, that this: neg lect of 


publick inſtruction were ſupplied by double 


care at home, and that they, who refuſe to let 


their children be catechiſed at church, would, 


at leaſt, make ſure that they be pots both to 


repeat and underſtand their agen. 18985 
And next to this, we may add the duty of 
bringing them to be confirm' d, that they 
may, in their own perſons, renew thoſe en- 
gagements which were made in baptiſm, and 
receive withal the Biſhop's benediction and 
| "OY ptayer, 
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prayer, with impoſition of hands, in order 
to their future growth and increaſe in ſpiri- 


well and virtuouſly inclined, they ſhould then 


lemmn memorial before God of that one 
own choice and option. Only as young 


| 

| 

| 

c 

| 

them in the holy ſacrament. And this th « 
{ 

E 

t 


train'd up to this holy diſcipline, in time ol 
' youth, they are uſually more hard to be per: 


th Pers exerciſes of religion "ey haw 
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tual graces, And when they grow to a pro- 
maturity of judgment, and appear to be 


be excited to com pleat their chriſtian prepa- 
ration, by partaking in the other ſacrament, 
the cnn nion of Chriſt's body and blood, 
in which ordinance the church makes a lo. 


propitiation Chriſt has made for fin, and 

applies the benefits thereof to the devout 

communicants, in order to the pardon of their 
aft offences, and their farther i improvement 
n all grace and goodneſs. 

I could wiſh indeed that this might not be 

matter of compulſion, but the reſult of their 


e are apt to be remiſs and negligent, and 
carried away by the allurements and gaieties 
of life, it Will be always needful that ſome pru- 


dent monitor ſhould be at hand, to remind 


them of the duties of the chriſtian fellow: 
ſhip, and adviſe them at once to renew their 
engagements, and receive ſtrength to perform 


rather, becauſe it is found, by manifold er. 


perience, that where people have not been 


Maded to it, as they advance in years. 
But it ſhould always be remember'd, that 


little 


Fam: ly-Religion recommended. 21 
r | little efficacy; they will be apt to dwindle | 
to form and pageantry, except the mind be 
- | privately habituated to the ſtudy of its doc- 
e uriges, and the practice of its precepts. In 
n our publick diſcourſes, we uſe to ſuppoſe our 
audience to be already acquainted with the iS 
t, Wl firſt principles of the doctrine of Chrift : So Heb. vi.1. 
„that they who come rude and unacquainted 
> | with the beginnings of chriſtian erudition, 
e will hardly underſtand what we build on that 
d foundation, will ſcarce know what is meant 
it by the devotions of the church, what are 
ir the evils which we deprecate, or what the 
nt benefits for which we offer our petitions. Or 
if their underſtandings ſhould be better in- 
be MY form'd, yet their minds cannot reliſh or join 
ir in thoſe devotions, except they be firſt brought 
no to a devout frame and habit, by the fecret 
ad practice of the rules of religion. However | 
ies publick devotions, when duly perform'd, are | 
preferable to the private; yet it is by the pri- 4 
vate, that we are prepared and qualified for TE | 
a due performance of the publick, arid our 
minds brought to that conſtant frame and 
habit of devotion, which alone can enliven 
our addreſſes at the throne of grace, and an- 
{wer the purpoſes of the ſpiritual life. The 
Holy Ghoſt deſcends not into thoſe breaſts, 
that look to him only as it were by fits and 
ſtarts, but into thoſe that wait on him with 
zeal and aſſiduity, and expect his gracious 
aid with conſtancy and patience. ' For this 
reaſon, we ſhould ſtudy to prepare our Fo 
| or 
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>” ts publick offices, by ſecret prayer and habi. 
tual devotion; and to that purpoſe the ſcrip- 
I x Thef. v. ture exhorts us to pray without ceaſing ; and 


of 0 Our 4 ectons on thin J Abobe; NO A 
Col. ii. Me. el 0 g5 above ; not doubt 


21. Hearts be alſo. | 6 1 4: 17109 
: In order therefore to ſuch improvement of 
young people, they ſhould be taught the uſe of 

prayers from their infancy, and when grown 

up they ſhould - have leiſure and opportunity 

allow'd them for retirement, at leaſt, every 

morning and evening; and proper books 

ſhould be put into their hands, which, to- 

gether with occaſional advice, and inſtructive 
converſation, would be greatly inſtrumental 

to fortifie their minds againſt the allurements 

of fin, to poſſeſs them with a ſerious and 

earneſt ſenſe of religion, and both excite and 

aſſiſt them in the exerciſes of it. The read- 

N ing of the ſcriptures, which were intended 
| 2 Tim. iii To make us wiſe unto ſalvation, ſhould alſo be 
215. particularly recommended to them; and let 
| it not be doubted but thoſe holy oracles, if 
perus'd with ſerious and humble minds, fhall 

Mat. xiii. be attended with an inward efficacy; and the 
23 good ſeed of the word, taking deep root in 
* iw. their hearts, ſhall bring forth fruit an hun- 


„ 
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Luke viii. red fold, and ſpring up unto eternal life. 
15. hut becauſe this is too much to be left en- 
tirely to the management of young people by 
themſelves, it is highly incumbent on the 
maſter of the family, to ſee that a part of it 
be done in his preſence, and by all the family 
of . together. 


„ that where our treaſure is, there will our 
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together. In this private aſſembling of them- 
ſelves, he may conſider himſelf as, in the 
patriarchal ſtate, the mouth of the houſhold, 
and the proper perſon to offer their requeſts 
to God. At leaſt every evening, before the 
family repair to their apartments, let them 
be call'd into his preſence, to hear ſome por- 
tion of the holy ſcripture read before them, 


and join in offering up their evening ſacri- 


fice. Where two or three are gathered together Mat.xviii, 


in his name, our bleſſed Saviour has promiſed **: 
to be preſent in the midſt of them: And there- 
fore, beſides our publick aſſembling in greater 
numbers, we ſhould likewiſe embrace theſe. 
domeſtic opportunities to offer our prayers in 
conjunction. Beſides the duty diſcharged on 
this occaſion, the practice will be apt to leave 
a ſtrong. impreſſion on the minds of all, and 
diſpoſe them to attend, with more effect, to 
the influences of religion. And withal, it 
gives the maſter opportunity to ſee that his 
ſervants: are at home, and in ſuch order and 
condition as is fit for the members of a chriſ- 
tian family. This leads him to reprove and 
rectify what he obſerves to be amiſs; it lays 
a check and reſtraint upon ſuch as are vici- 
oully inclin'd : and it tends much to the im- 
proving thoſe of better diſpoſition. — 

And here again we have reaſon to lament 
the practice of the preſent age, which makes 
it ſo uſual for the heads of families to ſpend 
their evenings abroad, in company, or in di- 
verſion, and ſtay out to ſuch 3 

ours, 


24 


ſort, I judge it would be poſſible for moſt 


the affair of ſalvation? 


it may be proper to add, that tho“ ſome por 


allowance for men of buſineſs and large ac- 
quaintance ; thouh even buſineſs and ac- 


as neither to negle& the offices of ſecular 
life, nor the yet more important duty of at. 


uſe ſuch forecaſt and prudence to contrive, 


in ſuch order and method, that this may not 


of the one thing neceſſary ? Shall they not 
uſe as much caution and contrivance, to re 
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hours, that a part of the family is oblig'd to 
go to reſt, to fit them for the buſineſs of the 
next day, and the remainder are too much 
employed, upon their coming home, to have 
leiſure for this moſt uſeful part of the domeſ- 
tic economy. I am willing to make great 


quaintance ſhould be kept under ſuch regula- 
tions, as not to interfere with the neceſ- 
ſary duties of religion. But, generally ſpeak- 
ing, without much” retrenchment of that 


people ſo to contrive and lay out their time, 


tending to their own falvation and that of 
their dependents. And why ſhould they not 


in a matter of ſuch infinite concern to them 
If any little affair of worldly intereſt requires 
it, we ſee how ready they are to form 
ſchemes for diſpatching their other matten 


be neglected: And ſhall they be leſs careful 


ſerve the hours that are proper for attendin! 
Before I cloſe this head of -Family-religi 


tion of every evening ſhould be alotted to thi 
purpoſe, yet a larger portion of the Sund 


evenin! 
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evening will juſtly be requir'd; after the fer- 
vice af de — is over. That day of 


holy reſt ought not to be abuſed (as we too 
neee it in this age) to the purpoſes 
of floth or vanity, but conſecrated as a time 
of vacancy from ſecular buſineſs, and appro- 
priate to the honour and ſervice of our. God. 
And tho I am not for: recommending ſuch 


judaical preciſeneſs, as would rather for the 


temper, and make religion burdenſome, than 
promote the ends of real piety ; yet furely 
ſomething ſhould be done, to preſerve the im- 
preſſions of religion freſh upon our minds, 
and ſtrike its influences deep into our hearts. 
To this end it will be greatly uſeful, that 
more time be alotted in the family for read- 


ing the ſeriptutes and other good books, be- 


ſides the devotions uſual on other days. This 
will mightily conduce to the increaſe of ſpi- 
ritual knowledge, and improve our leiſure 
from worldly cares to the advancement of 
that buſineſs which is more important. It 
will, at the fame time, heighten our reliſh 
for pious meditations, - and fo habituate our 
minds to the ſtudy of holineſs, that all diffi- 
culties will be eaſily ſurmounted, and our far- 


ther progreſs will . Fan and delight- 


ul. 
SY Where the heads of fnilics are careful to 
obſerve this ſtrict regularity and order of their 
houſholds, no doubt, but they will general- 
Ii find their * intereſt promoted by 
vere it. 


. 
2 5 
* . 


tt. For when children and ſerwints are edy- 
cated in the fear of God, and not only in- 
branches of their duty, this muſt naturally 
relations in which God has placed them, to 
be faithful, honeſt and, induſtridòus in their 
ſeveral offices; and reſtrain thoſe exorbitances 
of appetite and paſſion, which would be apt 
to make them diſhoneſt and untuly. What 

- -lick peace, and prevent thoſe riots and diſor- 


| -rageous licentiouſneſs of young people, may 
de eafily imapgined:from the nathral reſult and 


Papiſts and enthuſſaſts. 
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ſtructed, but led on in the ſeveral parts and 


diſpoſe them to diſcharge the duties of thoſe 


tendency this would have to preſerve the pub- 
ders which oftentimes ariſe from the out- 
conſequence of things. And this would be 


the likelieſt way to fortify- them againſt the 
inſinuations of decei ters of all ſorts: Since it 


ſtruction, and a religious education, that thoſe N 


of a looſer diſpoſnion are ſo apt to run into i 


the ſentiments of Atheiſm. and Infidelity, ſc 
whilſt thoſe of a more ſerious turn of mind, ſn 
do fall an eaſy prey to the hold pretences df 


Baut if, after all, this pious care and con- 
-cern to keep up a ſpirit of religion, ſhould 
not be attended with all that viſible fuccck 
which" might naturally be expected from 


it: Yet; were it but generally exerted al 
as it caught, among us, it could hardly 
fail of producing a good degree of reſo le 


mation, 
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tation, and ſheying its effects in „„ : 
ment of the/age, as every good and prudent f 
man would reckon an abundant com 3 
bon for: his cure and pains. And whether jt + 5.5 


enerally exerted or not, whether we ee 
e fmit we hope 


be 
all- 
they» wary hn are careful to diſcharge 


from it, or not; yet 


weir duty in this matter, will have the ſatis. 
ation to have contributed their endeavour *' 
to the reformation of mankind ; and fo long — 
is their own heart does not reproach them 1 John i. 
with any criminal negle&, they will look * © 
with confilages towards God, and be clear of . 
the guilt of that national "licentiouſneks, "OG. 
which the want of proper care in families 1 is 3 
the moſt. undaubted ground and oca -u. 
And whilſt they are aiming to improve 
others, they will, at ne time, greatly um. 
prove and edify themſelves. Their knowledg 
nd their reliſh of divine truths will gradually . 
increaſe, by reading, meditation, ſerious Fd „ 
courſe and prayer; whereas they will be 1 
much in danger of loſing that they have, 
it, by neglecting theſe duties of religion, they 
fil of proper Hints to ſtir up their remem- 
brance. An habit of devotion, and a reli: 
ious frame of mind, is not to be acquired or, 
improved, but continued uſe and exer- 4 
eie: And whilſt the faithful houſholder 
aims to cultivate theſe good diſpoſitions: 1 in 9 
0 his domeſtics, he will at the ſame time 


for | and encreaſe them in himſelf. And 
hem.” 
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